
Covid-19: Written Answer Reports 
Week beginning 15/6/20 

15/6/20 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has held with Education Scotland regarding providing additional 
training, development and support for (a) teachers and (b) classroom assistants to 
support blended learning when schooling resumes. (S5W-29652) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government has regular discussions with Education 
Scotland as well as other stakeholders part of the Covid-19 Education Recover 
Group regarding support required for teachers and classroom assistants to support 
blended learning when schooling resumes. 
This includes a Workforce Support workstream which has been looking at 
professional learning and wellbeing support for the education profession. 
In May, Education Scotland launched Scotland Learns ; a resource bank of 
straightforward, open-ended learning activities which are challenging, and that 
develop children’s and young people’s independence in learning. These learning 
activities are designed to support learning that takes place outwith the classroom. 
To support schools to deliver new models of blended learning Education Scotland 
has temporarily suspended all early learning and school inspections from August 
2020. HM Inspectors of Education will provide bespoke support to schools and 
contribute, with others, to the overall recovery of the education system. The 
programme of support will be targeted at helping schools as they implement their 
plans for recovery and continuity of educational provision. 
Inspections will resume during school year 2020/21 when it is safe and appropriate 
to do so. Education Scotland has published Learning and Teaching online: Advice 
for practitioners. A series of webinars have been delivered to support practitioners, 
including topics such as digital literacy skills, evidencing learning using i-pads, and 
getting the most out of GLOW.  
Over the month of June the scheduled webinars cover a range of curricular areas, all 
of which will consider the approach to blended learning to support practitioners. In 
addition, Education Scotland has facilitated a series of ‘Blethers’ which have taken 
place during May and June with over 600 staff registered to attend. These ‘Blethers’ 
provide an opportunity for practitioners across Scotland to engage virtually in themed 
discussions. Three of these ‘Blethers’ had a specific focus on blended learning, and 
they were designed to bring practitioners together to share their ideas and current 
practice and to learn from each other. 
Current Professional Learning and Leadership programmes have highlighted 
aspects of blended learning within current programme delivery. For example, the 200 
practitioners who have engaged in the 2019/20 Teacher Leadership programme 
have gained experience from the blended learning model of delivery throughout the 
programme and the 2020/21 programme resources are being updated to include an 
exploration of blended learning in the classroom. 
The Excellence in Headship programme, an established professional learning 
programme available to all headteachers in Scotland, has launched a series of 
‘Headspace’ sessions where school leaders are given time and space to meet and 
discuss key areas. 



Education Scotland has published Professional Learning Activities (PLAs) on the 
Education Scotland Professional Learning Resource which support the delivery of 
online learning, including Effective Online Learning. Further PLAs including: Using 
Glow to Support Learning and Teaching, Delivering Learning and Teaching Online 
and Family Learning – Learning at Home, will shortly be published. 
Education Scotland will continue to respond proactively to professional learning 
requests from practitioners across the country. As part of the Scottish Government 
Education Recovery Group, Education Scotland has worked with all partners 
represented on Workstream 6: Workforce Support to publish a joint communication 
outlining learning opportunities: 
https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/survey-onadditional- 
support/   
This joint communication includes a survey link for Scotland’s education workforce to 
find out what additional training and wellbeing support is needed. 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
support it is providing to integrate classroom assistants into the blended learning 
model when schooling resumes. (S5W-29654) 
John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29652 on 15 
June 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to its announcement on 21 May 2020, how it plans to distribute the 25,000 
laptops or tablets that have been earmarked for disadvantaged children as part of 
the first phase of provision to support learning outside school. (S5W-29661) 
John Swinney: Detailed work is on-going to assess the full extent of digital 
exclusion amongst children and young people across Scotland. The Scottish 
Government is currently working closely with local authorities through SOLACE and 
COSLA to determine who is most in need of this kind of support, who should benefit 
from the first tranche of investment and to establish how we can ensure they get that 
support as soon as possible. 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the importance of youth work in the lives of young 
people, what it is doing to support the recommencement of face-to-face youth work. 
(S5W-29741) 
Richard Lochhead: As we ease ourselves out of restriction, the Scottish 
Government’s first priority is to make sure services can resume safely. I expect some 
youth work activity will be able to resume quickly with appropriate measures in place. 
However, it will not be possible to offer some services until there is a further easing 
on current restrictions. The timeline for this will follow advice given by Public Health 
Scotland. 
I continue to liaise with a range of stakeholders and partners to assess this situation. 
Indeed, some national youth organisations have already published views on how 
community based youth work may resume services whilst keeping workers and 
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young people safe. A short term working group has been created to develop 
guidance for the CLD sector and we aim to publish this in the coming weeks. 
 
18/6/20 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government when the 2019-20 child poverty report will be published. (S5W-
29642) 
Aileen Campbell: As I outlined in response to S5W-29680 on 8 June 2020; due to 
the unprecedented impact of Coronavirus we have made the difficult decision to 
delay preparation and publication of the 2019-20 Progress Reporton Child Poverty, 
which was required by end June 2020. 
This has allowed officials to focus efforts on protecting communities from the impacts 
of the virus in line with the powers provided by the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020. 
We will consult with the Poverty and Inequality Commission in relation to progress 
made and the further progress required, ensuring they have the time they need to 
consider this request. 
Tackling child poverty remains an absolute priority and we are committed to 
publishing the report as soon as reasonably practicable in the circumstances. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx . 
 
19/6/20 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what (a) guidance and (b) funding is being provided to support 
educational provision for schoolchildren with ME, including with (i) one-to-one tuition 
at home and (ii) online coursework with teacher support. (S5W-29701) 
 
John Swinney: One of our key priorities is to ensure that children and young people 
with additional support needs, including those arising from health or disability, who 
may be finding this difficult time particularly challenging, continue to be supported 
with their learning, whether at home or at a localhub. 
We have published a range of guidance to support schools, local authorities and 
families during this time. This includes guidance for term 4 that gives an overview of 
the measures in place and steps being taken, at a national and local level, to support 
all children and young people’s learning, including those with additional support 
needs; and guidance to help local authorities, early learning centres and schools 
continue to support children and young people's learning during the coronavirus 
outbreak, including advice on the provision of blended learning for children and 
young people who need support. 
Children and young people with additional support needs have been, and will 
continue to be, provided with bespoke learning activities from their schools and local 
authorities. Support and advice is also available for their parents and carers though 
our Parent Club website and from a range of partner organisations. 
We are working closely with local authorities and other partners to ensure all children 
and young people continue to be supported with their learning and that their needs 
are fully considered as we look, and plan, ahead. 
 



Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of its suggestion that outdoor spaces and outdoor 
learning will be key to schools reopening, how outdoor residential centres fit into this. 
(S5W-29737) 
John Swinney: There is potential for outdoor settings to be utilised more often as 
schools reopen. The outdoors provides greater space for education to be delivered 
whilst physical distancing is in place. 
In light of this, Scottish Government officials have held discussions with a number of 
organisations within the outdoor learning sector and this includes organisations that 
run outdoor residential centres. Those discussions have covered the potential for 
residential centres to be used to help schools deliver learning at a safe physical 
distance and for the experienced staff at centres to help teachers to effectively 
deliver learning in an outdoor environment. We continue to engage with the sector. 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what budget it is providing to local authorities inrder for them to 
provide outdoor learning. (S5W-29738) 
John Swinney: In accordance with the Education (Scotland) Act 1980 the 
responsibility for the delivery of education rests with individual local authorities. It is 
the responsibility of individual local authorities to allocate the total financial resources 
available to them, including on outdoor learning, on the basis of local needs and 
priorities. 
The majority of authorities’ education funding is provided via the General Revenue 
Grant. However, additional funding is provided via the £750 million Attainment 
Scotland Fund which includes Challenge Authorities funding, an additional schools 
programme and Pupil Equity Funding. This funding can be used flexibly to achieve 
equity in education. This can include spending on outdoor learning experiences. 
In addition, in May 2020 the Scottish Government announced funding of £159,000 to 
expand Living Classroom’s Virtual Nature School programme across the country. 
This work will provide professional training and learning materials to early learning 
and childcare practitioners looking to take learning outdoors. 
The Scottish Government has also provided funding to support the development of 
the ‘Going Out There’ and ‘Out To Play’ guidance documents. These documents 
provide educators with a comprehensive guide to all the practical and legal 
considerations needed to take learning outside and beyond the learning estate. 
Following the closure of schools and to assist with planning for the blended learning 
approach, Education Scotland has also developed an outdoor learning ‘Wakelet’. 
This provides educators with access to resources, guidance and advice relating to 
outdoor learning. 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with third sector organisations, 
including Scouts Scotland, Girlguiding Scotland and the Outward-Bound Trust, to 
help upskill school staff in providing outdoor learning. (S5W-29739) 
John Swinney: Scottish Government officials met with a number of third sector 
organisations including Scouts Scotland; Girlguiding Scotland; The Boys’ Brigade; 
and the Outward Bound Trust on Friday 29 May 2020 . The meeting focused on 



challenges that third sector run outdoor education centres have encountered during 
lockdown. During that meeting third sector organisations put forward an idea of how 
to help upskill school staff in providing outdoor learning. 
We are currently considering the challenges and opportunities raised during the 
meeting of the 29 May and we are committed to keeping Scouts Scotland; 
Girlguiding Scotland; The Boys’ Brigade; and the Outward Bound Trust informed of 
next steps. 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what guidance it is providing to local authorities regarding 
school residential trips in 2021. (S5W-29740) 
John Swinney: Decisions relating to school trips, whether to residential centres or 
other settings, rest with schools and local authorities. This approach allows guidance 
to be developed which best fits local circumstances. 
Scottish Government officials have been involved in recent discussions with 
organisations that offer residential outdoor experiences. The Scottish Government is 
considering a proposal from the residential providers to develop guidance on 
accessing these facilities in the future and we will update relevant partners in due 
course. 
 
Edward Mountain (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how it monitors how Pupil Equity Funding is 
spent by each school. (S5W-29792) 
John Swinney: Pupil Equity Funding is additional funding to be invested at the 
discretion of Headteachers to close the poverty-related attainment gap. 
Headteachers work in partnership with each other, and their local authority, to agree 
the use of Pupil Equity Funding. 
Working with partners, the Scottish Government has developed refreshed 2020 Pupil 
Equity Funding National Operational Guidance. This will help schools plan how to 
most effectively invest their PEF allocation to improve the educational outcomes of 
children affected by poverty. In addition to the guidance, schools can access ongoing 
support from Education Scotland’s Attainment Advisor team to maximise improved 
outcomes for children and young people. 
Local authorities may issue complementary guidance about how the funding will 
operate locally. Schools report on the use of the funding in existing planning and 
reporting processes to their authority and Parent Council, including in their annual 
School Improvement Plans and Standards and Quality reports. These plans and 
reports should be made publicly available so that parents and others can understand 
what is happening in their school. 
In recognition of the financial and other resource implications of maintaining critical 
provision for children and families at this time, the Scottish Government is providing 
Local Authorities and Headteachers with flexibility on the use of Attainment Scotland 
Funding, including Pupil Equity Funding, in order that Local Authorities and 
Headteachers can best support our most vulnerable children. 
 
Edward Mountain (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many additional support needs' (a) 
teachers and (b) pupils there are, broken down by local authority. (S5W-29793) 



John Swinney: On the number of additional support needs teachers, I refer the 
member to the answer to question S5W-28271 on 20 April 2020. Information on the 
number of pupils with additional support needs is published in the Pupil Census 
Supplementary Statistics. 
The number of pupils with additional support needs in primary, secondary and 
special schools in each local authority in 2019 may be found in Table 6.10, Table 7.5 
and Table 8.6 respectively of the 2019 edition of this publication: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/pupil-census-supplementary-statistics/ 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
Edward Mountain (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many educational key worker hubs 
have not had a daily additional support needs' teacher present during the COVID-19 
lockdown, broken down by local authority. (S5W-29796) 
John Swinney:The information requested is not held by the Scottish Government. 
Children and young people with complex additional support needs can continue, 
where appropriate, to attend local hubs to secure continuity in their care and support. 
We are working closely with local government partners to ensure that children and 
young people with additional support needs, and their families, are continuing to 
receive appropriate support. 
Daily information on the number of children and young people and staff in these 
settings is available on the Scottish Government’s website. 
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#! 
/vizhome/Covid19ELCandHubs/Introduction 

Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what childcare assistance will be provided to key workers who 
live in one local authority area but work in another, and where new guidelines 
reportedly make it difficult for them to return to work. (S5W-29819) 
Maree Todd: Scottish Government, COSLA and local government partners have 
agreed that it is vital that decisions about key workers and the childcare places 
allocated are taken locally. 
Local authorities are responsible for providing critical childcare for key workers and 
deciding who qualifies for the provision. Critical childcare is generally being provided 
in the area where families live, however there may be exceptions to this where local 
authorities are agreeable. 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
additional funding it will make available for colleges in order to support Scotland's 
levels of employment post-COVID-19. (S5W-29863) 
Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is actively working with the college 
sector and its agencies to respond to the skills needs of those affected by Covid-19 
and is pursuing all routes to secure additional funding and flexibility for the college 
sector. 
This includes the provision of additional hardship funding for existing Further 
Education (FE) learners; an investment of £5m for our most vulnerable families to 
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tackle issues of digital access and connectivity; the launch of free to access online 
learning materials linked to a new helpline provided by Skills Development Scotland 
(SDS) for those furloughed or unemployed. 
SDS has also launched its training provider relief grant for MA and EF training 
providers which the college sector can access. 
The Flexible Workforce Development Fund (FWDF) will also continue as an 
important skills intervention as we look to respond to Covid 19. The expansion of the 
FWDF to £20m will not only provide more employers’ with the opportunity to upskill 
and reskill their existing workforce, it creates an opportunity to consider how the offer 
can be repurposed and reprioritised to continue to meet employer demand and 
deliver new priorities for the Fund, such as remote/online training provision. The 
college sector has played an important role in delivering the Fund and we will 
continue to work with the sector as we respond to the impacts of COVID and the 
skills needs of those effected. 
We are also keen to ensure that no student should face financial hardship over the 
summer as a result of Covid-19, so we are providing a package of new measures to 
support students until the start of the next academic year. We have brought forward 
early access to £11.4 million of Higher Education (HE) discretionary funds to support 
college and university students most in need over the summer. The Scottish Funding 
Council (SFC)has also given colleges flexibility to offer Further Education (FE) 
discretionary funds to bridge the timing gap between bursary payments ending in 
June and Universal Credit payments starting. This package builds on our £5 million 
support plan for FE and HE students announced in April. 
All routes to secure additional capital and resource funding for the colleges sector 
are being investigated. You will, however, be aware of the financial challenges the 
COVID-19 crisis has placed on the Scottish budget, as well as the lack of support, to 
date, from the UK Government’. 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many students in each higher education institution have received 
payments from the Higher Education Discretionary Fund since 23 March 2020. 
(S5W-29866) 
Richard Lochhead: The Discretionary Funds are allocated out to individual colleges 
and universities to administer. Students apply direct to their institution for this 
funding, except in the case of private providers where students apply direct to the 
Student Awards Agency Scotland (SAAS). 
Institutions are required to provide SAAS with audited verification of appropriate 
funds issued and the number of students receiving assistance at set times during the  
year. This information is not normally expected to be next received by SAAS until 
October. 
However, due to the current exceptional circumstances, SAAS have committed to 
monitoring spend on the Discretionary Funds over the coming months and will ask 
institutions for an update at the end of July. 


